
Wigston Benefice 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sermons & Meditations for July 2020 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Sermons 
St Thomas (5th July) Fr Chris p.2 
Trinity 5 (12th July) Fr Trevor p.4 
Trinity 6 (19th July) Dr Nick Baker p.8 

Trinity 7 (26th July) Fr Chris p.10 
   

Resources 
Exploring the Scriptures  p.13 

Broadcast worship  p.14 
Notices   p.15 

 
 

 
 
 

Copyright material is included from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of 

England and Common Worship: Times and Seasons. © The Archbishops’ Council 2000, 2006 

 
 
 
 

 

  



2 

 

Sermon for Sunday 5th July 
St Thomas 

 
Seeing and not believing 
 
The peril of being the parish priest or, worse, a long-standing parishioner 
of a parish named in honour of a particular saint is that you’ve probably 
heard it all before, several times... If Covid-19 contributes little else at the 
present time, it’s at least given me a new angle on part of the story of St 
Thomas! 
 
In our Gospel, we find the disciples in a state of shock and, one would 
imagine, stress and confusion. Just before today’s Gospel account we hear 
that they’re gathered in the upper room and that the doors are locked for 

fear of the authorities. Following the arrest and crucifixion of their Lord and 
leader, their thoughts must have turned fairly swiftly to ‘but what about 
us?’ and perhaps even a creak or a slight noise might have made them 
jump. For Jesus suddenly to appear must have been truly extraordinary 
and terrifying for a whole host of reasons, not just the fact that he’d risen 
from the dead! But that’s just context. 
 
The main focus in our story wasn’t even there for that bit. Where he was, 
we’re not sure. Perhaps out for supplies, arranging something? We’re not 
told. So he’s left to rely on second hand information, the bombardment of 
rushed story-telling by his excited and breathless friends. ‘Surely, they’re 

playing a trick on me?’ Thomas must have thought. ‘Not funny, lads, really 
poor timing.’ ‘Oh no, they’re going to carry on with this mockery. Right, 
you’ve pushed me too far, that’s it… “Unless I see the marks of the nails 
and put my hand in his side, I will not believe.”’ 
 
We’ve heard how the story goes on and the fact that Thomas is ultimately 
put in his place by Jesus. To be honest, it feels slightly unfairly, because 
his reaction seems entirely reasonable and understandable by most human 
standards! 
 
It’s the bombard of information that strikes me most about the story this 
year. Just before we went to print on this, the renewed lockdown was 
announced. The media circus hovered over Leicester all day on the Monday 
and that evening it was announced in the House of Commons that the 
lockdown would be restored in Leicester. WhatsApp, text and social media 
all went mad, information of varying levels of accuracy and conjecture 
appeared on my phone in the space of minutes. Currently, there’s new 
information and briefings being published and circulated at a level that one 
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can’t hope to take in and process properly before the situation shifts again. 
And that’s before you start on the analysis, pundits, newspaper columns 
and internet blogs.  

 
It has an overwhelming breathlessness about it. I know for myself that 
there’s only so much I can take in at once. I’ve ended up listening to a 
music programme over breakfast because there’s only so much interview 
grilling and analysis that I can manage before my first cup of tea! I suspect 
I’m not entirely alone in that… 
 
One wonders how Thomas coped in the face of the bombard of information 
that was presented to him. It would seem only natural for him to resort to 
his basic thinking of what he definitely knows and holds fast: ‘Jesus is dead, 
we know that. How can anyone have risen from the dead?’  

 
In all honesty, 99.99% of the time, Thomas would be absolutely right in 
acting the way he did. When we’re presented with new information, we 
need to process it and consider it carefully. Generally, to ask for evidence 
or proof is not at all unreasonable – in actual fact, it would be strange not 
to. With the amount of information coming at us from different sources, 
each with different slants, biases and intentions in terms of persuasion, 
comment, information and safety, it needs careful consideration. I know 
that I’m not good at processing vast swathes of new information at a 
moment’s notice, especially in times of stress, and would probably dig my 
heels in like Thomas until I could work out otherwise.  

 
There is a genuine question for us regarding day to day information about 
who we trust to give us information, how we process this and how we 
understand the thinking behind things. Facebook and printed media 
editorial bias are good examples of some of the issues raised. Just as with 
spoken gossip, the fact that something is said or written doesn’t guarantee 
truth or the whole story. 
 
Yet, the Gospel transcends this. Thomas stands, eventually, face to face 
with the Risen Lord. The evidence quite literally speaks for itself. Thomas 
has this wonderful revelation of the divine. Many pieces of art have Thomas 

literally reaching out to touch the wounds. One wonders if he really needed 
to though. What we do know is that Thomas’ life was changed forever. He 
served God, even at the cost of his own life. He followed the calling of 
Christ and the challenge that placed upon his life, serving the needs of 
others and teaching them of God’s love. Yes, he doubted, but when he was 
convinced he was unstinting in his love, work and devotion. 
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As today we remember and give thanks for the life and example of Thomas, 
perhaps we might bear these things in mind. It’s ok to be suspicious, it’s 
ok not to take things at face value. But we do also need to be attentive to 

the work of God around us and within us. And, as we seek to discern what 
it truth and what is just noise, perhaps we might keep more of an eye on 
the call and example of Jesus and the saints rather than what seems to be 
the popular view. It’s not entirely as simple as that, but it’s not a bad start.  
Amen.  
 
 

Sermon for Sunday 12th July 2020 
Trinity 5 (Proper 10A) 

 
Love Demands More 

 
Over recent weeks, alongside all the news about Covid-19, we have also 
read and heard about the ‘Black Lives Matter’ demonstrations and the 
counter-demonstrations by far-right groups. The white supremacist 
movement and the rise of Neo-Nazism leave us in no doubt at-all that 
humanity is far from being united as one race and that we still have a long 
way to go before eradicating the kind of prejudice and hatred that has no 
place in a civilised society.     
 
In the light of all this, today’s Gospel reading jars a little. 
 

It starts out alright. First, Jesus challenges the purity laws and traditions 
of his time by stating that contrary to popular belief, it is not what you put 
in your mouth that makes you unclean but it is what comes out of your 
mouth. In other words, purity isn’t about eating or not eating unclean food 
or drink; rather it is about the things you say; it’s about the words you use 
towards and about others. This is where true purity comes from. 
 
But after making this rather important theological and ethical point, Jesus 
and his disciples are confronted by a Canaanite woman. Calling upon Jesus 
to have mercy on her, she pleads with him, saying her daughter is being 
tormented by a demon; and Jesus ignores her. The disciples urge Jesus to 
make her leave them alone; and he does. He tells her that he was sent to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel. She responds by kneeling before him, 
saying “Lord, help me” and he answers, “It is not fair to take the children’s 
food and throw it to the dogs.” 
 
Charming! 
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It’s not what goes into your mouth that makes you unclean; it is what 
comes out of it. Well, to be honest, I find Jesus seemingly calling this 
woman a dog really rather shocking, offensive and apparently totally 

contrary to what he has just been teaching.  
 
Now it’s possible of course to soften Jesus’ words up a little. We could note 
that the word that Jesus uses is actually the diminutive kynarion, more 
accurately translated as ‘little dogs’ or ‘puppies’. We could point out that it 
is assumed that these are house dogs, not strays. These are the dogs that 
sit at the table, viewed as one of the family. They are, therefore, beloved 
dogs.  
 
Alternatively, we could acknowledge the harshness of the terminology, but 
also clarify that this was a common pejorative term used in first-century 

Judaism to refer to Gentiles. In other words, Jesus is just using the 
everyday language of his people - the language of his time - as shocking 
as it may seem to us today.  
 
But all that dancing around and playing with words doesn’t totally satisfy 
me, and I suspect that it may not satisfy you.   
I think one of the reasons why this language makes us so uncomfortable 
is that it strikes close to home when it comes to our own sinfulness.  
 
When we hear Jesus call this scared Canaanite mother a dog, it brings to 
mind the cruel things we have done, the unkind and hurtful things we have 

said, the way we had demeaned and hurt others throughout our own lives. 
 
So, there is this shocking juxtaposition of Jesus talking about care with 
what comes out of your mouth in one sentence and then, in the next, 
calling someone a dog.  But equally strange is finding this story in the Bible 
at-all.   
 
It’s strange that the early church would want to tell this story, particularly 
in Matthew’s Gospel - a book written to a predominantly Jewish community 
that is working on including the Gentiles. Surely this is a rather unhelpful 
story for Matthew’s community to tell. Matthew is the gospel that begins 

with the wonderful genealogy of Jesus, mentioning by name Ruth, Rahab, 
Tamar - three other Canaanite women who were not thought of as 
worthwhile in their time, but who played an important role in the salvation 
story, each winding up in David’s ancestry, in the ancestry of Christ 
himself. And Matthew is the Gospel that ends with the call to go out and 
invite all nations in. 
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So this language from Jesus is strange. It’s like an irritating pebble in the 
shoe of an otherwise powerful Gospel narrative - and that, quite possibly, 
could be the point. 

 
There’s this interesting thing that happens throughout the Hebrew 
scriptures. There are stories where God is presented as angry and 
vengeful, where God seems prepared to unleash pain and violence. Almost 
every time this happens, someone in the people of God - a Patriarch or a 
Prophet - stands up and pleads with God to act differently. Each time this 
happens, the person doing the pleading points out that it is in God’s nature 
to do something different. Love demands more of their God, and so they 
speak up. 
 
And every time, God listens. 

 
It’s almost as though God puts on humanity’s prejudices and anger like a 
mask - just for a moment - to confront us with the ugliness of which we 
are capable. It’s as though God does this to push us to recognise and say 
that this is wrong, to push us humans to demand more, to demand better, 
to demand proper love – and actually, to demand more of ourselves.  
 
If we read today’s Gospel story through that kind of lens, the really 
amazing thing is that it is the apparent outsider – the Canaanite woman - 
who takes on the role of pleader. She takes on the role of  Patriarch and 
Prophet. Like Abraham, Moses, Jeremiah, and Amos and so many of the 

great people of God who stood in the breach and pleaded with God for 
more than what they were currently experiencing, this Canaanite woman 
does not give up. Love for her daughter and trust in a God who is loving 
and compassionate compels her to cry out, “Lord, have mercy… Lord, help 
me.” 
 
As you probably know, the Greek for Lord have mercy is ‘Kyrie Eleison’. 
We use these same words in the Eucharist as part of the penitential rite 
and our preparation for Communion, and the words of the Canaanite 
woman also influenced this well-known prayer – the Prayer of Humbles 
Access – in the 1662 Book of Common Prayer: 

 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not 
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art 
the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, 
gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink 
his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 
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In that prayer you and I take the place of the Canaanite woman. Having 
cried out, “Lord, have mercy” earlier in the liturgy, now here, so close to 
the presence of Christ, we clarify that we don’t presume to come to his 

table. The woman says even the dogs get to eat the crumbs from the table. 
We say we’re not worthy even for that. But then we add what I think 
are the most important words of all “But thou art the same Lord whose 
property is always to have mercy.” 
 
What makes God God is the showing of mercy; and when our experience 
suggests that God is anything less than a being who is abounding in love 
and mercy, we instinctively cry out, insisting on more and yes, even 
demanding better.  
 
By inviting us to do this, God grants to us what the philosopher Pascal calls 

‘the dignity of causality’ – that’s  the dignity of moving God to do more, 
even to change; and perhaps in pleading with God to do more, we 
ourselves are moved to be more merciful. Whenever we challenge God we 
also challenge ourselves. 
 
I’ll admit, I still think this text is confusing. It still perplexes me to a degree. 
But strangely, by showing us the ugliness of humanity, the text invites us 
to reject it. We are invited to say, even to God, “Hey! Love demands more.” 
 
So maybe this story was never really about Jesus and his coarse language. 
Maybe all along it was actually about the amazing Canaanite woman. 

Maybe all along it was about calling you and me to stand up and say, “Love 
demands more.”  
 
When people experience injustice and discrimination; when they feel that 
their very humanity is devalued; when the words and actions of others are 
violent or offensive, their instinct is to protest and to demand more. 
 
Love demands more than what you and I are currently seeing—or doing—
in the world and in our lives today.  
The Canaanite woman demanded more of Jesus and he responded.   
 

Love demands more of you and me. May we too always respond.  
Amen. 
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Sermon for Sunday 19th July 
Trinity 6 (Proper 11A) 

 
Once I had completed my final assignment for theological college, I decided 
to treat myself to a few days out. I chose to visit a few gardens, places 
where you can wonder around without bumping into others. I ended up at 
the National Memorial Arboretum and Chatsworth House, both of which I 
had never visited before. The mixture of colourful flowers, weird and 
wonderful trees, flowing rivers and varied wildlife, opened my eyes again 
to the goodness of our creator.  
 
The Bible is bursting with references to our world, to its beauty and 
splendour, and Jesus speaks of creation in his parables. In today’s reading 
from Matthew, Jesus uses nature in his ‘Parable of the Weeds among the 

Wheat’. This follows on from other stories, like the ‘Parable of the Sower’ 
and the ‘Parable of the Mustard Seed,’ in which Jesus employs the natural 
world to teach his disciples, and us, about the Kingdom of God and the part 
we all have to play in it. 
 
In today’s parable we learn that good seed, the wheat, was planted, but 
when everyone had gone to sleep, the ‘enemy’ came in and sowed the 
weeds. Both the wheat and the weeds grew together, and the servants 
were worried. They rushed to their master and asked whether the weeds 
should be pulled up. The master calmly told them to wait, or damage could 
be caused to the good plants as well. He advised them to wait for the 

harvest when the weeds could be removed and destroyed. The wheat 
would then be gathered and put into the barn. 
 
The disciples, however, struggled to understand this parable, but Jesus 
happily provided an explanation. They are told that the good seed is sown 
by the Son of Man, which is Jesus, and that the good seed are the children 
of the Kingdom of God. They are those who are led by the Spirit and walk 
in the faith of Christ. Jesus teaches us that the world is essentially good, 
and that it all comes from the love of God. And yet, it is a world where 
there is hurt and sorrow: these are the weeds which are sown in our 
communities. There is social injustice, there is poverty, and there is 
discrimination. Suffering exists in many kinds. It sounds like a rather 
depressing message about a broken world. 
 
What can be done about it? Each of us can play a part in the Kingdom of 
God through small acts of kindness, by speaking up for justice and by 
assisting in our communities. We are the children of the Kingdom. But 
these good deeds happen in God’s time and with God’s help. When the 
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servants are faced with the wheat and the weeds, they ask the master 
whether they should pull both lots up; the master warns them not to do so 
or the wheat will be damaged. This suggests that we should not be hasty. 

We should take our time and think hard about those actions we can take 
to help people. We do not want to hurt others along the way. More 
importantly, we should pray for guidance, just as the servants called on 
their master for wisdom.  
 
It is not all doom and gloom. Jesus spoke of a harvest when the wheat will 
be put in barns, and the righteous shall shine like the sun. God cares and 
plans for us. God’s love for us is overwhelming, and he showed this through 
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. So, in the midst of the sorrows, 
there is also hope. As God states in today’s passage from Isaiah (vs. 8), 
“Do not tremble, do not be afraid.”   

 
A prayer: 
Heavenly Father, thou hast given good seed for us to cherish and grow in 
the garden of this world; strengthen me to resist evil, to walk wisely, and 
so to live that I may come to the fruition of thy purpose for me. Amen.  
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Sermon for Sunday 26th July 
Trinity 7 (Proper 12A) 

 
Images of the Kingdom of God 
On more than one occasion, I’ve been accused of ‘speaking in riddles’. I’d 
probably like to deny it, but I’m not sure I always can. Part of this comes 
from trying to understand difficult ideas/ things by converting them into 
an image that I can more readily understand. This is usually for my own 
benefit, though if someone is watching on or listening in to the thought 
process it can be baffling! I’m not alone in doing that, but I’m much less 
adept at doing it to be understood by others. 
 
Jesus, on the other hand, had it down to a fine art; presenting ideas about 
the kingdom of God so that they could be heard and understood in ways 

that people could associate with from life. 
 
Here are a few reflections on each of the images presented in today’s 
Gospel reading. You might want to consider them all now or, perhaps, take 
your time and ponder each one individually over a few days. 
 
The mustard seed 
One of the advantages of living in a household where curry features on the 
menu a fair bit is the presence of a mustard seed when you need a visual 
aid. It wasn’t a scientific study, but those I found were rarely, if ever, 
bigger than this: if not often smaller. The mustard seed is insignificant 

in stature (when I dropped one I couldn’t really spot it against the pattern 
on the kitchen counter) but its presence within a dish makes a difference 
to the overall flavour. Jesus speaks of the fact that a seed as tiny as that 
can still produce a majestic and sizable tree.  
 
Our faith in God, however small or seemingly insignificant and delicate, 
can have a great impact on both our own lives and the world around us. 
That faith contributes to a much greater whole too. We might feel 
insignificant in the life of the church and the work of God, but if we weren’t 
part of it and didn’t play our part, the overall flavour would be nowhere 
near as rich.   
 
Yeast in the leaven 
The popularity of the Great British Bake Off over the last decade has 
brought the idea of baking and all it entails to a whole new generation. 
Some people may have strayed into the territory of trying to bake more or 
even buying a bread making machine. Suddenly, the humble ingredient of 
yeast has risen to prominence (pun un-intended…at least initially…).  
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Yeast must be treated with respect and its properties understood because 
it is at work in the background. Too much or too little and it won’t do its 
job. Let the yeast ‘prove’ within the dough but keep a close eye on it; too 

much and the dough will collapse through overwork, too little and it will be 
very stodgy. Now replace ‘yeast’ with ‘the kingdom of God’ and read this 
paragraph again. What are you noticing about your life of faith and God’s 
place within it? 
 
Images with some more challenge about them… 
 
The pearl of great value and treasure in a field 
What would it take to make you sell everything that you had? What would 
be the great treasure that you found? The perfect house, holiday of a 
lifetime, the hope of a winning lottery ticket? For some, sadly, there’s a 

more difficult side such as the settling of debts or of paying for care for 
loved ones.  
 
The Kingdom of God transcends our earthly purchasing power. It goes 
above the goods and chattels that we value and treasure. It’s an idea that 
Jesus comes back to again and again. In conversation with the rich young 
man, ‘Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ … ‘Go, sell everything 
you have and give the money to the poor, then come and follow me’ (Luke 

18. 17-22). Whilst we are highly unlikely to be in a position to sell 
everything; are there things in our lifestyle, or attitude towards our 
possessions and other people that get in the way of the work of God within 

us and around us? 
 
A net in the sea 
The Kingdom of God is not all sugar coating and niceness. There’s an edge 
to it that should sit uncomfortably with us. Each of us is under judgment; 
judgment by God at the end of the age. Like the fish in the net, there will 
be a sifting through, a sorting of good from bad. A treasuring of the good 
and a destruction of the bad. The good news for us is that humans are not 
the ones doing the sorting. That is left to God and a sense of justice that 
transcends our limited and narrow understandings of it. That shouldn’t be 
grounds for complacency and sitting comfortably, however. We should be 

aware of the call of Christ upon us in the way we live ourselves and behave 
towards others. No one should ever suggest that this is easy, but it’s not 
an excuse not to try. 
 
Bringing out the treasure that matters 
‘Have you understood all this?’ asks Jesus. ‘Yes’ the hearers dutifully reply. 
How many actually have remains to be seen. Among the hearers are those 
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who have schooled themselves in keeping the laws and view themselves 
as righteous as a result. But in keeping the laws strictly, their hearts have 
become hard. The treasure that is the law - helping people to remain in 

right relationship with God and each other - has been overcome by extreme 
devotion and by a lack of generosity of spirit. The proof of the pudding (to 
revert to an earlier metaphor) is going to be in understanding how the law 
and its application is conducted and done so within the spirit of the 
Kingdom of God which should give life, rather than restrict. The old and 
the new can both be treasure to be brought out and to be valued by all 
who possess its riches. 
 
Conclusion 
The Kingdom of God is not a straightforward thing and one which we should 
be wary of viewing as simple or easy. In actual fact, it makes demands of 

each of us in different ways. Yet, at its heart is love and joy. Let’s pray that 
in amongst God’s call upon us and the challenges that we face in life and 
in faith, we may always seek to know that love and that joy above all. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



13 

 

Exploring the Scriptures 
 

There are many ways of engaging with the scriptures. The simplest way is 

to pick the Bible up and read a portion each day. It’s not without its 
challenges, however, and needs to be read carefully.  
 
There are a number of resources out there, including daily study guides 
that can be subscribed to. If you’d like more information on those, contact 
Fr Chris. 
 
Some people like to imagine themselves within the story (especially in the 
Gospels), immersing themselves by imagining what the senses might have 
experienced. 
 

Another method is this: 
 
Lectio Divina 
An ancient way of dwelling with a small portion of scripture.  
(This text is adapted from conceptionabbey.org) 
 
• Choose a text of the Scriptures that you wish to pray (the Gospels may 
be the best place to start, but not necessarily) 
•Place yourself in a quiet environment. Try to be calm and acknowledge 
God’s presence with you. 
•Offer a prayer to the Holy Spirit for inspiration and guidance, perhaps: 
‘Come, Holy Spirit, enlighten my heart and mind to listen to your Word.’ 
 
1. Lectio: Read the text slowly and prayerfully, constantly listening for 
that word that God has prepared for you. You may want to re-read the 
same text multiple times to help quiet yourself interiorly and focus on God’s 
voice. Listen and receive the Word that God speaks to you. 
 
2. Meditatio: When a word or phrase strikes you, stop and rest with it. 
Repeat the word or phrase to yourself. 
Allow it to speak to you in a personal way by pondering the word in your 
heart, reflecting on what it means to you.  

Memorize it and repeat it to yourself, allowing it to interact with your 
thoughts, hopes, memories, and desires. 
 
3. Oratio: Prayer is your response to God’s word. It begins your dialogue 
with God that comes from your heart. Formulate a prayer, as a response 
to God. What do you want to say to the Lord in response to the Word 
spoken to you? Enter into this loving conversation with God. 
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4. Contemplatio: Rest in God’s presence. Sit still with God, realizing that 
in this deep and profound relationship, words are not necessary. Be content 
and at peace with a wordless, quiet rest in God, which brings joy to the 

heart. Remember that contemplation is not your action or doing, rather it 
is allowing God to act in you. 
 
 

Some worship resources that are available 
 
Daily Hope phoneline offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full 
worship services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone line. 
The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has 
been set up particularly with those unable to join online church services 
during the period of restrictions in mind. Do please pass on the number to 

anyone you think might value it. 
 
Broadcast Worship 
Sunday Worship BBC Radio 4 at 8.10am. (92-95FM, 198LW & DAB digital) 
 
BBC1 also offers a service of readings, sermon and hymns at 10.45am on 
Sundays.  
 
Songs of Praise is on Sundays in the early afternoon on BBC1. 
 
Daily Worship is at 9.45am Monday-Friday on BBC Radio 4 198 Long Wave 

and on Digital Radio (a station for the Daily Service appears around 9.45am 
Mon-Fri). 
 
Choral Evensong is broadcast on Wednesdays at 3.30pm on BBC Radio 3 
(90.2 - 92.6 FM & on Digital Radio). This is also repeated on a Sunday 
afternoon around 3pm. 
 
Online, if you have access, there’s lots and lots… we’ve had a go at 
condensing some ideas at: wigstonbenefice.org.uk/worship-resources/ 
 
If you have access to YouTube… 
 
Fr Chris is recording a simple, said Eucharist in St Thomas’ each Sunday. 
On YouTube just search for “St Thomas South Wigston” and you should 
see some options. 
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Notices 
Finances 
Both parishes are hugely grateful to all those who give financially to the 
work of the church. Like every other charity at this time, there are still 
ongoing expenses to be met, even if the Church cannot meet in person. 
What has made a big difference is regular, planned giving via the Parish 
Giving Scheme and standing orders as this has ensured a regular cashflow.  
 
If you’re not currently using these schemes but would be open to the idea, 
please contact Fr Trevor or Fr Chris for more information.  
 
If you usually give using the envelope scheme or a donation on the 
collection plate each week, if you are able to send a cheque or arrange a 
donation online or via telephone banking, that would be a great help to 

maintain our cashflow. 
 
All Saints: cheques payable to ‘WMPCC’ and sent to: 
Mr S Warden, 38 Moat Street, Wigston. LE18 2GD 
 
For online and telephone banking donations:  
Sort Code: 40-46-33  
Account: 80869430 
Please use the reference ‘Church Donation’ 
 
 

St Thomas: cheques payable to ‘St Thomas PCC’ and sent via:  
Rev C Johnson, St Thomas’ Vicarage, 9 Hindoostan Avenue, Wigston. LE18 
4UD. 
 
For online and telephone banking donations:  
Sort Code: 40-46-33 
Account: 51106341 
Please use the reference ‘Church Donation’ 
 
New Curate 
Nick Baker will be joining us as planned from the beginning of July. 
Unfortunately, the current situation means that his ordination has been 
postponed for the time being. He will, however, be licensed by the Bishop 
at 8pm on Thursday 2nd July as a lay-worker within the Benefice until his 
ordination. Do please remember him in your prayers and it may well be 
that you hear from him once he begins his ministry among us with us and 
as he gets to know people within the Benefice. 
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We’ll let you know contact details, including a phone number when we have 
them. But for now, a few words of introduction: 
 

Nick was born and raised in Sussex. Following his studies at the University 
of Kent, he accidentally fell into the world of historic books. He began his 
working life in a second-hand and antiquarian bookshop, which led him to 
spend a couple of years in an auction house in Swindon. He eventually 
ended up in the rare book library at Eton College. Nick cared for the 
manuscripts and printed books, put exhibitions together, gave guided tours 
and taught pupils. He left Eton and become Librarian/Curator at Hereford 
Cathedral, where he looked after the world-famous Chained Library and 
Mappa Mundi. Nick left in 2012 to complete some further study, joining 
Princethorpe College in 2014 as its Archivist. Having explored his call to 
ordained ministry, Nick was accepted by the church and began training at 

St Hild’s College in 2017; he simultaneously started a three year long 
placement at St Catherine’s Church, Burbage. Nick is looking forward to 
joining the Wigston community and to participating in the Christian witness 
of the benefice. Nick is fully aware that our God is one of surprises, and 
cannot wait to see what he has in store for him!  
 
 
Church Re-opening  
St Thomas’ will be open for individual prayer (i.e. the opportunity to light 
a candle and sit and pray quietly for a while) on Sundays from 10.45am – 
12 noon and on Wednesdays from 10.30am – 12 noon.  

 
We will give you further updates regarding All Saints’ and also about re-
opening for congregational worship as soon as we can. 
 


